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When the question was asked, “what 
would make the most ridiculous race car?”  
An answer swiftly came closely followed 
by the words, “I bet you can’t do it”. A 
challenge had been set from which we 
would not back down. A few months later 
a phone call was made to the proprietor of 
the challenge to whom the response was 
ushered, “guess what we’ve found.”
 It was at a local car auction where 
we first laid eyes on the little  Metropolitan. 

competitive historic racing machine.
The car was brought back to the CCK 
workshop where we began to formulate 
a plan. As the car had a current MOT 
we couldn’t resist taking it along to the 
Goodwood Revival in road trim before 
stripping it down for the restoration and 
race preparation that lay ahead of it.
 Once stripped the shell was taken 
for blasting. Being an original California 
car it was relatively rust free apart from 
the forward part of the floors and one or 
two isolated areas around the vehicle. The 
shell was repaired, seam welded, modified 
for a standard floor change gearbox 
and fitted with a custom roll cage. The 
Metropolitan  was largely a BMC parts bin 
car designed by and built for the American 
market. It features “A” series running gear 
with double wishbone front suspension and 
a “B” series engine. The car is essentially 
an Austin A35 with a different body and a 
much bigger engine. The bodywork was 
finished in the genuine Metropolitan shade 
of “Berkshire Green” which suits the car 
so well. The wheels were a little more 
challenging. It took two sets of Weller 
Wheels, cutting the centres out of one set, 
using the bands from another and setting 
up the perfect offset to fit the racing Dunlop 

It was raining torrentially and all of the 
vehicles to be auctioned were enclosed 
in a marquee in a water logged field. 
Needless to say very few people ventured 
in to take a look. Our very own Cheryl, 
having come from her horses that morning, 
was somewhat better prepared with a pair 
of boots. With little competition from the 
other punters we bid on the Metropolitan 
and won it for a very modest sum. And 
so the challenge began. Building it into a 
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“...essentially an A35 
with a different body 
and a much bigger 

engine!”

tyres under the over-hanging wheel 
arches without limiting the turning 
circle. The original engine was 
1500cc which meant we could run 
an 1860cc with the +25% rule. We 
set the car up to run on twin SU’s 
but we are going to try to fit a Weber 
DCOE under the bonnet. The rear 
axle, which is the same as an 
Austin-Healey Sprite, is fitted with 
the same LSD and competition half-
shafts fitted to an A35 or a Sprite.
 The first test was at 
Brands Hatch where it performed 
remarkably well straight out of the 
box. After analyzing the session we 
made the decision to have custom 
front and rear springs and front anti 
roll bar made to get the handling 
exactly where we wanted it.
 We’ve spent the last 
year building the Metropolitan so 
you can imagine how pleased we 
were to recieve an invitation to the 
Goodwood Revival’s St. Mary’s 
Trophy race. It will certainly be one 
of the more interesting and unusual 
cars on the grid and should be 
quite competitive. Goodwood will 
be the true test of this little race car 
but there is no question that the 
challenge set before us has been 
well and truly beaten. 
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Goodwood Revival for many is the pinacle of the 
historic racing annual calendar. 2012 will mark 
CCK Historic’s 7th attendance to the Goodwood 
Revival. 2012 will also be our biggest Revival to date 
representing no less than five cars in the St. Mary’s 
Trophy race. Here is a brief introduction to the cars 
and drivers competing with CCK this year.

with cck historic

1956 Nash Metropolitan
Shaun E Rainford
John Cleland
1860cc in a car not much 
bigger than an A35. Should be 
a strong contender.

1958 Standard Vanguard
Dave Griffiths
Barry “Whizzo” Williams
Development and good progress 
this season hopes to see best 
Revival result  to date.

1959 Ford Zodiac
James Turner
Christian Horner
Lots of development this year 
resulting in a very quick and 
reliable car. Expect a strong finish.

1958 Gaz Volga M21
Roger Wills
Bredan Hartley
A fresh engine and rear anti roll 
bar should see a better result in 
the Russian’s 2nd Revival.

1954 MG ZA Magnette “Bumble”
Julius Thurgood
Rupert Keegan
First time appearance for the long 
time racer. Watch for Magnette 
grudge match.



in time for Ian to make the last practice 
session which happened to be dry and 
sunny. By Friday morning qualifying 
the whole place was soaked which 
unfortunately led to Tubby spinning and 
hitting a wall. Ian thought it was the end of 
his weekend but Shaun and Daniel worked 
flat out to get the car rebuilt for Saturday’s 
race. We had to beg and borrow to get the 
bits we needed and had to patch the bonnet 
up with bits of old barbecue, rivets and zip 
ties but we got there in the end and Tubby 
managed to finish the race. Jim Prentice 
had a less eventful weekend but put in a 
very solid drive in the wet with consistent 
times to finish 3rd in his class. Well done 
to all involved and to Julius Thurgood for 
putting on another cracking race.

 The first Coys International 
Trophy at Donington park was the fourth 
event in this years HRDC calendar. 
Benefiting from a great turn out we saw 
fantastic, competitive racing in all classes. 
A particular highlight was seeing the TC63 
and TC65 combined one hour race with a 
host of Ford Falcons and Mini Cooper’s 
mixing it up with the Mike Gardner/Nik 
Faulkner Falcon taking first place over 
Nick Swift in his Mini Cooper S. This 
race also saw the likes of TV chef James 
Martin sharing a Mini with Andy Harrison. 
The Touring Greats 1hr race went to Nick 
Naismith in his blisteringly quick Austin 
A90 Westminster. James Turner had a 
superb race in the Ford Zodiac finishing a 
very respectable 5th overall. Andy Newel 
took the chequered flag in the MGB50 race 
with Nigel Bancroft taking the honours in 
Grand Touring Greats in his Lotus Elite. 
The last race of the day was GTS65 which 
saw a 1-2 for TVR with Michael Whitaker 
and Marler/Eagling respectively. As well 
as James Turner’s Zodiac we were also 
looking after Dave Griffith’s in the Standard 
Vanguard and Julius Thurgood in his MG 
ZA Magnette ‘Bumble’. A truly great day 
and a fantastic new event to add to your 
2013 calendar. The final HRDC event this 
year will be held at Mallory Park on 7th 
October. Hopefully we will see you there.

the Vanguard off the track. Luckily Dave 
managed to rejoin the action and finish 
the race. Peter Thompson did well in the 
GTS65 to finish 3rd in class in his Marcos 
1800GT. Unfortunately Ian Burford’s race 
was cut short in Lumbertubs first outing 
since restoration due to a misfire.
 

 Snetterton was host to the 
second HRDC meeting and somehow 
the rain was kept at bay long enough to 
finish all races. James Turner once again 
confidently piloted the CCK MG1100 in the 
TC63 race. Ian Burford’s Austin-Healey 
Sprite “Lumbertubs” successfully finished 
it’s Grand Touring Greats race although 
a couple of spins kept him further down 
the grid. Sunday morning saw the Touring 
Greats with James Turner bringing his 
Zodiac home in 5th overall and 2nd in 
class. 3rd in class was our very own David 
Griffiths in his Standard Vanguard. He had 
a superb race climbing his way through the 
pack to finish 9th overall from 15th on the 
grid. Well done Dave.

 The 3rd meeting, held at Spa 
Francorchamps, proved to be quite the 
adventure. Shaun Rainford and Daniel 
Lackey made the journey to Europe 
with Ian Burford’s Austin-Healey Sprite 
“Lumbertubs” and Jim Prentice’s Le Mans 
Sprite. We arrived Thursday afternoon just 

HRDC 2012 SEASON
2012 saw the start of the second ever 
season of the Historic Racing Drivers Club. 
After a highly successful HRDC inaugural 
year expectations were high and so far the 
club has continued to deliver exciting and 
affordable historic motorsport. 

 The first event was held at a very 
wet Castle Combe. James Turner in our 
MG1100 had a great race in TC63, qualifying 
12th and finishing 9th overall. James Turner 
and Darren Turner were set to share their 
Ford Zodiac for the Touring Greats race but 
on his second lap of qualifying Darren got hit 
in the side after another car span out in the 
wet. This shunt saw the end of the Zodiac’s 
racing for the day. Despite the accident  
Darren still managed to qualify 3rd after only 
one flying lap. Dave Griffiths entered both 
TC63 and Touring Greats in his Standard 
Vanguard. His TC63 race was going very 
well until he made a move for 7th position 
which ended in some late braking, sending 

CCK ROAD AND RACE 

ENGINES
We offer a full engine building service here 
at CCK. Whether it be a completely standard 
unit, a mildly tuned road engine or an all 
out race or rally motor. We can offer advice 
on modifications such as cylinder heads, 
carburettors, compression ratios, manifolds 
and camshaft selection. We have an in house 
machine shop where we can skim heads, deck 
blocks and wedge and blade crankshafts. 
We have many years of experience with both 
SU and Weber carburettors and can make a 
number of modifications to get the very best 
out of them. Our engines can be seen in 
action in many historic racing cars around the 
UK. Please call to discuss your requirements 
whether you just need a refresh, a rebuild or 
an altogether new engine CCK can help.



ROLLING ROAD
Get the most out of your race or road car on our

CCK HISTORIC
Historic Racing and Restoration Specialists

One stop shop for all your classic car and historic racing needs...

www.cckhistoric.com

FOR SALE

MARCOS 1800GT FIA race car. 
Ready to race, 1800cc Volvo 
engine, well preppared. £62,500

TRIUMPH HERALD 1200. 1964, 
MOT, tax exempt. Goodwood 
Revival runabout.  £3000

AUSTIN-HEALEY Sprite shell. Fully 
restored. Ready for rear shroud or 
Lenham GT bodywork. £4800

BMW CSL BATMOBILE Race Car. 
3.5l full race engine, slide throttle 
fuel injection, fully prepped, ready to 
race, FIA HTP. £115,000

MG MIDGET race car project, 
complete, includes roll cage and 
engine. £1500

MGB GT 1973. road ready. new 
MOT. New brakes. Just had full 
service by CCK. Perfect first time 
classic. £1250

MGBGT 1967. For restoration. Good 
shell. 3 synchro car perfect for rally 
car build. £1250

Lenham Motor Company   East Sussex 

ROLLING ROAD TUNING
ENGINE BUILDING

METAL FABRICATION
GRP BODYWORK

RESTORATION AND PAINT
RACE PREPARATION

CAR STORAGE
TRANSPORTATION

RACE SUPPORT

CCK Historic
Rosehill Farm

Burnt Oak Road
High Hurstwood

East Sussex TN22 4AE

01825 733060
info@cckhistoric.com

FOR SALE: Mk1 LOTUS 
CORTINA RACE CAR SHELL
We are restoring and race preparing a Mk1 Cortina 
shell which will be available to purchase shortly. The 
shell will be fully restored, seam welded and painted 
in the traditional white and green Lotus Cortina livery 
ready to build into an FIA race car. Please contact us 
for more details. £POA


